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blown away from the mouth of a cannon. The death of this man
led to disputes among his sons, and Shivaji was invited to settle
those disputes. Shivaji made prisoners of the three brothers, and
seized the Fort for himself, Mr, Grant Duff has characterized this
conduct as treacherous. He, however, admits that the three
brothers received grants of Inam lands, and rose to some distinc-
tion in SMvaji's service. The native chronicles show that there was
a very strong party in the garrison who apprehending trouble from
the disputes of the three brothers, counselled Shivaji to take the
place for himself. Two of the brothers also appeared to have been
willing parties to the settlement effected. These considerations mate-
rially alter the character of the act, and show that Shivaji -seized
the fort for its strategic value, with the consent of the garrison.
It was in pursuance of Shivaji's general policy that all these
forts were acquired without violence or blood-shed, and their
acquisition marks the confidence that he had already inspired
amongst his neighbours. The reduction of Rohida in Hildas
Maval, and the forts along the range of the Sahyadri, northward
up to Kalyan, and southward down to Pratapgad, including
Lohagad and Rairi, in a manner completed the conquests of this
first period. The seizure of Kalyan roused the authorities at Bijapur
and they brought pressure to bear upon Shivaji through his
father. Shahaji was recalled from his Jahagir in the Karnatik, and
treacherously seized and thrown into prison. This danger to his
father's life compelled Shivaji to abstain from further aggressions.
He however, turned the tables by offering his services to the
Moghul Emperor Shahajahan, and the protection of the Em-
peror was found effective enough to secure Shahajf s release from
imprisonment. In the offer of service which Shivaji made to the
Delhi Emperor on this occasion, we find mention made for the
first time of the famous Chouth and Sardeshmukhi claims.
Shahajahan is said to have promised consideration of these claims
when Shivaji would visit Delhi to press them in person, an event
which did not happen in Shahajahan's time. These events
happened in 1652, with which year the first period may be said to
have closed.
Shahaji's release in 1657 removed the restraint which had
kept Shivaji comparatively inactive during the past few years.
The Bijapur authorities also had patched up-a peace with the
Moghul commanders, and were thus free to turn their forces
against Shivaji. The leading feature of this second period was
the conflict with the Bijapur power. This conflict brought Shivafi*
in contact with the more powerful Maratha Jahagirdars in the
Bijapur service. These were the Ghorpades of Mudhol, the